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MARKING

Make the mark at or near the incision site. DoNOT
mark any nonoperative site(s) unlessnecessary for some
other aspect of care.

The mark must be unambiguous (e.g., use initials or
"YES" or a line representing the proposed 1incision;
consider that "X" may be ambiguous

The mark must be positioned to be visible after the
patient 1s prepped and draped.

The mark must be made using a marker that is
sufficiently permanent to remain visible after
completion of the skin prep. Adhesive site markers
should not be used as the sole means of marking the
site.



MARKING

The method of marking and type of mark should
be consistent throughout the organization.

At a minimum, mark all cases involving
laterality, multiple structures (fingers, toes,
lesions), or multiple levels (spine). Note: In
addition to preoperative skin marking of the
general spinal region, special intraoperative
radiographic techniques are used for marking
the exact vertebral level.

The person performing the procedure
should do the site marking.



MARKING

Marking must take place with the patient
involved, awake, and aware, if possible.

Final verification of the site mark must take
place during the "time out."

A defined procedure must be in place for patients
who refuse site marking.



EXEMPTIONS

Single organ cases (e.g., Cesareansection, cardiac
surgery).

Interventional cases for which the
catheter/instrument insertion site 1s not
predetermined (e.g.,

cardiac catheterization).

Teeth—but, indicate operative tooth name(s) on
documentation or mark the operative tooth (teeth)

on the dental radiographs or dental diagram.

Premature infants, for whom the mark may cause a
permanent tattoo.
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MBOSG

Maximum Surgical Blood Ordering
Schedule(MSBOS): a list of commonly

performed procedures and the most appropriate
pre-transfusion testing including type and screen
and number of units crossmatched used to
predict surgical blood needs prior to surgery.

Type and Screen: a method used to determine
ABO Group, Rh Type and screen for antibodies
on recipients and donors.

Crossmatch: a method wused to detect
incompatibilities between donor and recipient

blood prior to transfusion. It also involves the
request for a specified number of red blood cell
units.
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ASA: AMERICAN SOCIETY OF
ANESTHESIOLOGISTS

ASA 1: A normal healthy patient. Example: Fit, nonobese (BMI
under 30), a nonsmoking patient with good exercise tolerance.

ASA 2: A patient with a mild systemic disease. Example: Patient
with no functional limitations and a well-controlled disease (e.g.,
treated hypertension, obesity with BMI under 35, frequent social
drinker or is a cigarette smoker).

ASA 3: A patient with a severe systemic disease that is not life-
threatening. Example: Patient with some functional limitation as
a result of disease (e.g., poorly treated hypertension or diabetes,
morbid obesity, chronic renal failure, a bronchospastic disease
with intermittent exacerbation, stable angina, implanted
pacemaker).

ASA 4: A patient with a severe systemic disease that is a constant
threat to life. Example: Patient with functional limitation from
severe, life-threatening disease (e.g., unstable angina, poorly
controlled COPD, symptomatic CHF, recent (less than three
months ago) myocardial infarction or stroke.

ASA 5: A moribund patient who is not expected to survive without
the operation. The patient is not expected to survive beyond the
next 24 hours without surgery. Examples: ruptured abdominal
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Epidural infusion administration set connected to
injection port of IV infusion administration set or
IV catheter
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Opioid equianalgesic dose conversion table (equivalence to 10 mg of morphine PO)

Drug PO Dose PO:SC~* Ratio SC Dose
morphine 10 mg 2:1 S mg
codeine 100 mg .44 | 50 mg
tramadol 100 mg - -
oxvcodone 5—75mg - -
hydromorphone 2 mg i | 1 mg

*PQO to IV dose ratio is generally 2 — 3.1

Table adapted from Pallinum Palliative Pocketbook 2008 page 5-47 Table 5-4




LOOK ALIKE SOUND ALIKE

o LASA drugs-Similar brand names, different generic
o composition (Category I)

o 2. LASA drugs- Similar brand names, same generic
o composition (Category II)

o 3. LASA drugs- Similar brand names with additional
o letter (Category III)

o 4. LASA drugs- Similar brand names of the
Antibiotics

o group (Category IV)

o 5. LASA drugs- Same drug, different Dosage forms
o (Category V)

o 6. LASA drugs- Same brand name, different
composition, different country (Category VII)

o 8. LASA drugs- Generic Drug pairs (Category VIII
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RIGHTS OF MEDICATION ADMINISTRATION

1. Right patient

Check the name on the order and the patient /Use 2 identifiers/ Ask patient to identify
himself/herself/When available, use technology (for example, bar-code system

2. Right medication
Check the medication label/Check the order.
3. Right dose

Check the order/Confirm appropriateness of the dose using a current drug reference./If necessary,
calculate the dose and have another nurse calculate the dose as well

4. Right route

Again, check the order and appropriateness of the route ordered/Confirm that the patient can
take or receive the medication by the ordered route

5. Right time

Check the frequency of the ordered medication/Double-check that you are giving the ordered dose
at the correct time/Confirm when the last dose was given.

6. Right documentation

. Document administration AFTER giving the ordered medication/Chart the time, route, and any
other specific information as necessary. For example, the site of an injection or any laboratory
value or vital sign that needed to be checked before giving the drug

7. Right reason

Confirm the rationale for the ordered medication. What is the patient’s history? Why is he/she
taking this medication? Revisit the reasons for long-term medication use




RIGHTS OF MEDICATION
ADMINISTRATION

8. Right response

Make sure that the drug led to the desired
effect. If an antihypertensive was given, has
his/her blood pressure improved? Does the
patient verbalize improvement in depression
while on an antidepressant?

Be sure to document your monitoring of the
patient and any other nursing interventions that
are applicable.
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Hypoglycaemaia 1s also called low blood sugar and
can result in extremely serious consequences
such as seizures and death if not identified and
managed.



PRESSURE ULCERS ARE ALSO KNOWN AS BED
SORES AND THEY ARE CATEGORIZED IN FOUR
STAGES:

Stage I — The skin 1s a slightly different colour,
but there are no open wounds

» Stage II — The skin breaks open and an ulcer
forms

« Stage III — The sore becomes worse and
creates a crater 1n the tissue

« Stage IV — The sore 1s very deep causing
extensive damage; these sores can harm muscle,
bone and tendons

Stage III and IV ulcers can lead to serious
complications such as infections of the bone or
blood (sepsis



Skin is unbroken Stage 2 Skin is broken to
epidermis or dermis

but inflamed

Stage3  Ulcer extends to Stage 4 Ulcer extends to
subcutaneous fat layer muscle or bong
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Hyperbilirubinemia occurs when the blood
contains too much bilirubin (created when red
blood cells break down). The condition 1s also
known as jaundice and 1s a common condition In
newborn babies. Symptoms can include the
newborn being sluggish and cranky and not
feeding well and progress to serious harm, such
as seizures and brain damage (kernicterus).
While this event focuses only on in-patient cases,
1t 1s 1mportant to acknowledge that
hyperbilirubinemia can also be diagnosed
following discharge from hospital.
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